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YINDJIBARNDI NATIVE TITLE DETERMINATION — FORTESCUE METALS GROUP APPEAL 
484. Hon PETER COLLIER to the minister representing the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 
I ask this question on behalf of Hon Michael Mischin, who is away on urgent parliamentary business, so bear with me. 
I refer to the Yindjibarndi native title determination and the minister’s comments reported in The West Australian 
of 6 December 2017, which were — 

“My role … is to work with the Yindjibarndi people and FMG to try and see if we can negotiate an 
outcome because ultimately while an appeal has been filed I am positive and confident that we can resolve 
something before a hearing,” … 

(1) What has the minister done to “see if we can negotiate an outcome” before the hearing; specifically what 
discussions has he, directly or indirectly, had with Fortescue Metals Group regarding the appeal; and, 
when and who had those discussions and what their substance? 

(2) What offer, inducement, comfort or assurances have been conveyed to FMG to persuade it to abandon or 
compromise its appeal, or settle the matters at issue between the parties? 

(3) Can the minister explain to the house his comments regarding his claimed role in this matter in the light 
of his answer to Hon Michael Mischin’s question without notice of 6 December 2017, which reads — 

… on what basis does the minister consider that FMG should abandon its appeal? 
And that “FMG’s decision to appeal is a matter for it alone”? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for some notice of the question he asked on behalf of Hon Michael Mischin. 
(1) Since the Yindjibarndi determination on 13 November 2017, I have met with all parties to encourage 

them to work on a framework to resolve the differences between the parties. As Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs I will continue to work to achieve outcomes that promote the interests of Aboriginal 
people, including with respect to the relationship between Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation and FMG. 

(2) None. 
(3) Refer to (1). I stand by my comments that FMG’s decision to appeal is a matter for it alone. 
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